
  

Sarah Y. Vinson, MD 
675 Seminole Ave NE, Unit T-03 Atlanta, GA 30307 

Ph: 404.249.0520 E: Me@DrSarahVinson.com 

Education 

Bachelor of Science, Chemistry, Summa Cum Laude April 2004 
Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University 
 

Medical Degree May 2007 
University of Florida College of Medicine 
Research Honors 
Chapman Humanism Honors Society 
AΩA Honor Medical Society (Alumna Inductee) 

Residency and Fellowship Training 

General Psychiatry Residency July 2007 – June 2011 
Harvard Medical School/Cambridge Health Alliance   
 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship July 2010 - June 2012 
Emory University School of Medicine 
 

Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship July 2012 – June 2013  
Emory University School of Medicine 

Licensure and Certification 

Nationally Board Certified in General/Adult Psychiatry, American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology as of 
September 13, 2012 

 
Nationally Board Certified in Child Psychiatry, American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology as of September 23, 
2013  

Nationally Board Certified in Forensic Psychiatry, American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology as of October 15, 
2013 

Full State Medical License in Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, North Carolina and Virginia 

 

Controlled Substance Registration as of May 19, 2010  

Academic Appointments 

Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry and Pediatrics, Morehouse School of Medicine July 2018 - present 

Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry, Morehouse School of Medicine August 2013 – June 2018 

Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Morehouse School of Medicine July 2016 – June 2018 
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Clinical Adjunct Faculty, Emory University School of Medicine July 2012 – present 

Boards, Advisory Positions and Political Appointment 

Juvenile Justice State Advisory Group February 2021 – Present  

o Appointed by the Governor of Georgia  

Georgia School Based Behavioral Health Leadership Committee, September 2020 – Present  

National Judicial Task Force to Examine State Courts’ Response to Mental Illness August 2020 - Present 

o Invited by the Conference of Chief Justices and Conference of State Court Administrators to task force 
charged with making policy and practice recommendations to improve state courts’ responses to people 
with mental illness 

Georgia Behavioral Health Reform and Innovation Commission September 2019 – present  

o Appointed by the Governor of Georgia to the 24-member Commission 

o Appointed as Chair of the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Sub-committee 

Advisory Group on Racism for the Psychiatric Services Journal August 2020 - Present  

Community Mental Health Journal Editorial Board April 2020 – Present  

The Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law April 2020 – Present 

University of Florida College of Medicine Alumni Board April 2020 – Present 

Scientific Advisory Board of the Addiction Policy Council January 2019 – Present 
 
Psychiatric Advisor and Trainer for the Judges and Psychiatrists Leadership Initiative of the Council on State 
Governments and the American Psychiatric Association Foundation, June 2018 – Present 
 
American Association of Community Psychiatrists Summer 2016 - Present 

Work Experience 

Principal Consultant and Founder at Lorio Forensics July 2020 – Present 

o Multi-disciplinary Forensic Psychiatric Consultation Services 

o July 2013 – July 2020 forensic services were provided under the Lorio Psych Group entity 

 

Private Practice Psychiatrist and Founder at the Lorio Psych Group July 2013 – Present 

o Clinical care including assessment, diagnosis and treatment of children, adolescents and adults 

 

Morehouse School of Medicine (MSM) August 2013 – Present 

o Medical Advisor, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration (SAMHSA) Center of Excellence to 
Address African American Behavioral Health Disparities, October 2020 - Present 

o Program Director, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship, February 2019 – Present 
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o Steering Committee Member for the Collaborative Anti-Racism Initiative for Emory School of Medicine, 
Morehouse School of Medicine and Grady Hospital 

o Interim Medical Director, Chris 180 August 2019 – June 2020 

o Department of Juvenile Justice Regional Youth Detention Center Psychiatrist July 2015 – June 2019 

o Outpatient Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Educational Clinic July 2015 – present  

o Rotation Director for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Rotation for Pediatric Residents July 2015 – present 

o Course Director for Forensic Psychiatry Lecture Series for Psychiatry Residents July 2015 – present 

o Rotation Director for Forensic Psychiatry Elective for Medical Students and Residents July 2015 – present 

o Course Director for Trauma Lecture Series July 2018 - present 

o Co-Course Director for Fundamentals of Medicine, Human Behavior Section, 1st Year Medical Student 
Course July 2015 – June 2017 

o Faculty Advisor for PGY3 Resident July 2016 – June 2020 

o Faculty Advisor for Morehouse School of Medicine Student Interest Group July 2017 – present 

o Chair of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship Committee January 2018 – June 2020 

o Annual Resident Retreat Facilitator Spring 2017 

o Satcher Health Leadership Institute July 2015 – June 2016 

o Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) Team Psychiatrist August 2013 – June 2015 

o Co-Course Director Forensic Psychiatry Lecture Series for Psychiatry Residents July 2014 – June 2016 

o Co-Course Director and Creator Forensic Psychiatry Rotation for Medical Students July 2014 – June 2016 

o Psychotherapy Supervisor July 2014 – July 2015 

 

Carter Center Consultant January 2017 - July 2018 

o Developed Curriculum and Provided Instruction regarding Child and Adolescent Substance Use Disorders 
used in the training of nurses, physician assistants and mid-wives in the country of Liberia 

 

BIG Technology Founder Incubator Mental Wellness Consultant June 2017 – September 2017 

o Mental wellness educational group programming and group facilitation as well as providing individual 
coaching sessions for black and Latinx female tech entrepreneurs 

 

Mental Health Integrated Care Consultant at the HEALing Community Center July 2015 – June 2017 

o Established community mental health partnerships, developed mental health policies and procedures, 
provided education for staff and clinicians regarding mental health, phone and direct patient consultation 

 

National Alliance on Mental Illness, Georgia Consultant October – April 2017 

o Development of National Alliance on Mental Illness Georgia Chapter Crisis Intervention Training Youth 
Curriculum 

 

Medical Director of the Fulton County Jail Competency Restoration Program August 2013 – June 2015 
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Professional Memberships and Organizations 

American College of Psychiatry October 2020 - present 
o Selected for this honorary association whose membership is limited to psychiatrists who have 

demonstrated outstanding competence in the field of psychiatry and achieved national recognition in 

clinical practice, research academic leadership, or teaching 

Georgia Council on Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Summer 2010 - present 
o Immediate Past President July 2018 – June 2019 

o President February 2016 June 2018 

o Vice-President / President Elect June 2015 – February 2016 

o Secretary /Treasurer June 2014 – June 2016 

o Advocacy Liaison July 2013 – June 2014 

o Trustee-At-Large July 2013 – June 2014 

o Executive Board Resident Representative July 2011- June 2012 

o Member Summer 2010 – present 

American Association of Community Psychiatrists 
o Community Psychiatry Model Curriculum Committee Chair June 2018 - Present 
o Southern Region Representative June 2018 - present 
o Early Career Psychiatrist Board Member Summer 2016 – May 2018 
o Member Spring 2016 – present 

 
Georgia Psychiatric Physicians Association 

o Vice President Summer 2020 - Present 
o Treasurer Summer 2019 – Summer 2020 
o Secretary Summer 2018 – Summer 2019 
o Chair of the Community Psychiatry Committee Summer 2018 - present 
o Co-Chair of the Early Career Psychiatrist Committee Summer 2016 – Summer 2018 
o Trustee Spring 2014 – Summer 2017 
o Member Summer 2010 - present 

 
American Psychiatric Association (APA) 

o Presidential Appointee to Chair the Scientific Program Committee of the 2021 Mental Health Services 
Conference, May 202 – October 2021 

o Presidential Appointee to the Scientific Program Committee of the 2020 American Psychiatric Association 
Annual Meeting, May 2019 – May 2020 

o Presidential Appointee to the Council on Communications, May 2016 – present 
o Presidential Appointee to the 2019 Scientific Program Committee of the Institute on Psychiatric Services, 

January 2018 – October 2019 
o Co-Chair of APA Knowledge Exchange Committee for the May 2016 Annual APA Meeting, February 2016 – 

May 2016 
o APA SAMHSA Fellow Appointee to the Council on Advocacy and Government Relations 2009 – 2011  
o Member 2005 – present, Fellow 2015 – present 

 
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fall 2007 – present  

o Appointee to Policy Statement Advisory Committee Winter 2010 – Fall 2012  
o Member 2007 – present 
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American Academy of Psychiatry and Law Member Spring 2012 – 2013, Spring 2021 - Present 
 
Physicians for Human Rights 2009 – 2011    

University of Florida Medical College Council 2005 – 2007  
o President 2006 – 2007  
o Vice-President 2005 – 2006  

 
University of Florida College of Medicine Admissions Committee Fall 2006 – Spring 2007  

o One of ten 4th year medical students selected by College of Medicine Faculty 

Publications 

Robles-Ramamurthy, B., Coombs, A., Wilson, W., Vinson, S., Black Children and the Pressing Need for Anti-Racism 
in Child Psychiatry. Journal of American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Accepted for publication 

 

Vinson, S., Waldman, R., A Pandemic Paused the U.S. School to Prison Pipeline: Potential Lessons Learned. The 
Lancet Child & Adolescent Health, Published Online September 2020  

 

Shim, R., Vinson, S., Social (In)Justice and Mental Health, Editors. Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Shim, R., Vinson, S., Social (In)Justice and Mental Health in Shim, R., Vinson, S., editors Social (In)Justice and Mental 
Health. Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Wilson, W., Cotton, N., Vinson, S., Social (In)Justice and Child Trauma in Shim, R., Vinson, S., editors Social 
(In)Justice and Mental Health. Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Reese L., Amosu, S.,Vinson, S., Social (In)Justice and the Carceral System in Shim, R., Vinson, S., editors Social 
(In)Justice and Mental Health. Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Cyrus, K., Vinson, S., Social Justice and Advocacy in Shim, R., Vinson, S., editors Social (In)Justice and Mental Health. 
Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Vinson, S., Shim, R., Social Justice and Mental Health: A Call to Action in Shim, R., Vinson, S., editors Social 
(In)Justice and Mental Health. Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Murray, P., Vinson, S., Social Determinant of Children’s Mental Health in Cultural Psychiatry in Children, 
Adolescents and Families. Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Fowler, B., Vinson, S., Digital Media, Culture and Child and Adolescent Mental Health in Cultural Psychiatry in 
Children, Adolescents and Families, In Press. Washington D.C. American Psychiatric Publishing 

 

Vinson, S., Et al. Two Systems, One Population: Mental Healthcare, Criminal Justice and Marginalized Populations 
Living with Mental Illness. Psychiatric Clinics Fall 2020, Published Online June 30, 2020 

 



Dr. Sarah Y. Vinson CV pg. 6/16 

Vinson, S., Vinson, E., (2018) Pediatric Mental Health for Primary Care Providers: A Clinician’s Guide. New York: 
New York: Springer.  

Vinson, S., (2018) Consideration on Resilience in At-Risk Youth in Vinson, S., Vinson, E., editors. Pediatric Mental 
Health for Primary Care Providers: A Clinician’s Guide. New York: New York: Springer. p. 3-11. 

 

Mattox, G., Vinson, S., (2018) Culturally Competent Approaches to ADHD: Issues in African-American Populations. 
Psychiatric Times. September Vol. 35 Issue 9. 

 

Hoffman, C., Vinson, S. (2018) Book Review of Forensic Interviews Regarding Child Sexual Abuse: A Guide to 
Evidence-Based Practice, Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and Law Online, Vol. 46 Issue 3.  

 

Waldman, R., Vinson, S., Howard, J., Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Youth in the Justice System, Florida 
Coastal  School of Law Law Review, Fall 2015. Vol. 17 No.1. 

 
Editorial Review Team Member for “A Core Set of Outcome Measure for Behavioral Health Across Service Settings. 
Supplement to Fixing Behavioral Health Care in America: A National Call for Measurement-Based Care in the 
Delivery of Behavioral Health Services” published by The Kennedy Forum in 2016. 
 
Vinson, S., (2012) BlackMentalHealthNet.com A Forum for Culturally-Sensitive Psychoeducation and Mental 
Health Discussion. AACAP News. March/April Vol. 43 Issue 2. 
 
Vinson S., Graham N., Gold M. (2006) Socioeconomic Inequities Often Translate into Health Inequities. Journal of the 
National Medical Association, 98, pg.  816-817. 
 
Vinson S., Foote K, Okun M. (2006) The Past Present and Future of Psychosurgery:  Is there a  Role for Deep Brain 
Stimulation?   In: Laderman G and Eisen A, eds. Science, Religion And Society : An Encyclopedia of History, Culture, 
And Controversy, ME Sharpe, New York. 

Jacobs W., Repetto M., Vinson S., Pomm R., Gold M., (2004) Random Urine Testing as an Intervention for Drug 
Addiction: Drug Screening Can Play a Critical Role in the Treatment of Physicians with Substance Abuse Disorders. 
Psychiatric Annals, 3, pg. 781-785. 

Peer Reviewed and Invited Continuing Medical Education Presentations 

Innovative Medical and Psychiatric Educational Approaches as Avenues for Social Justice, Chair and Presenter, 
American Psychiatric Association Annual Mtg., May 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Mental Health, Invited Speaker, American Psychiatric Association Annual Mtg., May 2021 

 

Applying a Racial Equity Lens to Mental Health During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Chair and Speaker, American 
Psychiatric Association Annual Mtg., May 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Mental Health, Harry Ford Psychiatry Grand Rounds, Invited Speaker, Massachusetts General 
Hospital -  Harvard Medical School, March 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Mental Health, University of California at Davis Luke and Grace Kim Visiting Professor and 
Psychiatry Grand Rounds Speaker, March 2021 
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Social (In)Justice and Children’s Mental Health, Invited Speaker, Tulane Medical School Child Psychiatry Grand 
Rounds, February 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Children’s Mental Health, Invited Speaker, Morehouse School of Medicine Department of 
Pediatrics Grand Rounds, February 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Mental Health, Invited Speaker, University of California San Francisco Department of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences Grand Rounds, February 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Mental Health, Invited Speaker, Einstein Medical Center Department of Psychiatry Grand 
Rounds, February 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Children’s Mental Health, Invited Speaker, Medstar Georgetown University Hospital Child 
Psychiatry Grand Rounds, January 2021 

 

Social (In)Justice and Mental Health, Invited Speaker, Stanford Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
Grand Rounds, December 2020 

 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: Impairment (Under)Treatment and Stigma, Invited Speaker, University of 
Tennessee Health Science Center Psychiatry Grand Rounds, November 2020 

 

Pediatric Depression and Anxiety in the Age of COVID, Invited Speaker, Georgia Chapter of the American 
Association of Pediatricians Pediatrics on the Parkway Annual Meeting, October 2020 

 

Reimagining Excellence: Achieving Equity as the Outcome, Discussant, American Association of Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatry Annual Meeting, October 2020 

 

AACAP Annual Meeting Media Theatre for Emmanuel: The Untold Story of the Victims and Survivors of the 
Charleston Church Shooting, Discussant, October 2020  

Improving Knowledge Skill and Attitudes Regarding Racial Bias in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Speaker and 
Discussant, American Association of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Annual Meeting, October 2020 

 

Structural Racism and Black Children’s Mental Health, Invited Speaker, University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center Pediatric Grand Rounds, August 2020 

 

Ghosts in the Office: Structural Racism and Black Mental Health Inequities, Invited Speaker, Colosseum Health 
Psychiatry Department Grand Rounds, March 2020 

 

Diverse Perspectives and Practical Strategies in URM Psychiatry Recruitment, Retention and Development, 
Presenter and Small-Group Discussion Leader, American Association of Directors of Psychiatric Residency Training 
Annual Meeting, February 2020 
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Women in Psychiatry: Money, Career and Allyship Considerations, Invited Presenter, Georgia Psychiatric 
Physician’s Association Winter Meeting, February 2020 

 

The Structural Trauma to Prison Pipeline: Implications for Child & Adolescent Mental Health Professionals, Invited 
Speaker, Tulane Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Division Grand Rounds, February 2020 

Ghosts in the Office: Historical and Contemporary Considerations in Black Mental Health and Substance Use, 
Invited Speaker for the Addiction Medicine Grand Rounds, Morehouse School of Medicine, January 2020 

 

Structural Racism: Why Medicine is No Better - But Should Be, Invited Keynote Speaker, Racism Awareness Week, 
Florida State University College of Medicine, January 2020 

Disparities at the Intersection of Mental Health and Criminal Justice: A Round Table Discussion, Speaker and 
Panelist, American Psychiatric Association Institute on Psychiatric Services Meeting, October 2019 

 

Social Determinants of Children’s Mental Health, Invited Speaker, Georgia Psychiatric Physician’s Association 
Summer Meeting, August 2019 

 

Hip-Hop: Cultural Touchstone, Social Commentary, Therapeutic Expression and Poetic Intervention, Chair and 
Presenter, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Ghosts in the Office: Historical and Contemporary Structural Considerations in Black Mental Health, Chair and 
Presenter, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Inequity by Structural Design: Psychiatrists’ Responsibility to Be Informed Advocates for Systemic Education and 
Criminal Justice Reform, Chair and Presenter, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Police Brutality and Black Americans: Evaluating the Problem, Understanding Its Impact on Mental Health, and 
Finding Solutions, Presenter, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Pediatric Integrated Care: The Big Picture and Practical Nuts & Bolts, Chair, Presenter, American Psychiatric 
Association Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Advancing Psychiatrists Influence Within the Criminal Justice System: Moving the Stepping Up Initiative Forward, 
Presenter, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Treating Black Children and Families: What Are We Overlooking?, Presenter and Panelist, American Psychiatric 
Association Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Successful Negotiations for Women in Academic Medicine Workshop, Presenter, American Psychiatric Association 
Annual Meeting, May 2019 

 

Double Trouble: Pediatric Anxiety and Depression – Invited Speaker for the Georgia School Based Health 
Conference, Atlanta, GA, May 2019 
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Pediatric Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder - Invited Speaker, Cherokee Health Systems Clinician 4 Hour 
Workshop, Knoxville, TN, May 2019 

Double Trouble: Pediatric Anxiety and Depression – Invited Speaker for the University of Florida College of 
Medicine Pediatrics Grand Rounds, April 2019 

 

Double Trouble: Pediatric Anxiety and Depression – Invited Speaker for the Piedmont Columbus Regional – The 
Children’s Hospital Grand Rounds, March 2019 

 

Social Media and Sanity – Must Know Info. for Working with Digital Natives, Invited Speaker for the Georgia 
Psychiatric Physician’s Association Winter Meeting, January 2019 

 

Black Mental Health in Primary Care and Emergency Departments: Frontline Perspectives and Future Possibilities, 
Session Chair and Speaker, Black Psychiatrist of America Transcultural Conference, Bermuda, November 2018 

 

Mental Healthcare Guidelines for Treatment with African Americans, Invited Workshop Speaker and Curriculum 
Developer for CEU Event for Park Center in Fort Wayne, IN, October 2018 

 

Alternatives to Incarceration for Individuals with Serious Mental Illness: Opportunities and Challenges, Speaker 
and Panelist, American Psychiatric Association Institute on Psychiatric Services, October 2018 

 

Women Psychiatrists and Money: Personal Practicalities, Payment, Professional Practice and Power, Session Chair, 
American Psychiatric Association Institute on Psychiatric Services, October 2018 

 

Race from Our Past – How the History of Psychiatry Creates a Present Legacy of Racism in Clinical Practice, 
Speaker and Panelist, American Psychiatric Association Institute of Psychiatric Services, October 2018 

 

Maintenance of Certification II: Mental Health Issues Early Identification & Intervention, Invited Lecturer, Georgia 
Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics Pediatrics on the Perimeter Conference, September 2018 

 

Management of Pediatric Psychiatric Emergencies, Invited Lecturer, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Updates in 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine: What to Expect When You are Suspecting Conference, September 2018 

 Warehousing – How Did We Get Here? Cutting Mass Incarceration in the United States – The Physician’s 
Responsibility, Panelist, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2018 

 

Women Psychiatrists and Money: Personal Practicalities, Payment, Professional Practice and Power, Session Chair, 
American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2018 

 

Ghosts in the Office: Historical and Contemporary Considerations in Black Mental Health and Substance Use, 
Invited Speaker for the Psychiatry Department Grand Rounds, Cambridge Health Alliance/Harvard Medical School, 
April 2018 

 

Ghosts in the Office: Historical and Contemporary Considerations in Black Mental Health and Substance Use, 
Invited Speaker for the Addiction Medicine Grand Rounds, Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University, March 
2018 
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Social Exclusion and Health Disparities, Invited Speaker for the Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic Center for 
Public Service Psychiatry Community Psychiatry Forum, November 2017  

An Expert’s Opinion: Making the Most of Expert Witnesses, 2018 Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys 
14th Annual CLE at Sea Conference and Retreat, October 2017 

 

Big Goals, Small Steps: The Psychiatrist’s Journey to Advocate, Chair and Panelist, American Psychiatric Association 
Institute on Psychiatric Services, October 2017 

 

Development of a Psychiatry Mini-Rotation for Pediatric Interns, American Psychiatric Association Institute on 
Psychiatric Services, October 2017 

Media Presentation: 3 ½ Minutes, Ten Bullets: Psychiatric Perspectives on Race-Based Shooting Deaths in America, 
Panelist, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2017 

 

The Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) Studies and Their Implications for Medical Ethics, Grady Ethics Grand 
Rounds – Invited Speaker, May 2017 

 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Emergencies, Pediatric Emergency Medicine Lecture at Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta – Invited Speaker, May 2017 

 

Advocacy: An Ethical Responsibility with a Myriad of Avenues, Alfred Dewitt C. Alfred, Jr. Psychiatric Research 
Symposium – Invited Speaker, April 2017 

 

Pediatric Depression for General Pediatricians: Screening, Treatment and Referral, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
Continuing Medical Education Event – Invited Speaker, November 2016 

 

Myths and Realities of Correctional Psychiatry, Georgia Psychiatric Physicians Association Summer Meeting – 
Invited Speaker, 2016 

 

Media Presentation: What Happened Miss Simone?, Session Chair and Panelist, American Psychiatric Association 
Annual Meeting, May 2016 

Black Lives and the Juvenile Justice System, Session Chair, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 
2016 

 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, National School-Based Health Care Convention – Invited Speaker, 
Summer 2016  

 

Attention Deficit Disorder in Children and Adolescents, Presenter, Grady Hospital Ambulatory and Community 
Medicine Grand Rounds, Spring 2015 

 

Screening for Pediatric Depression in Primary Care, Morehouse School of Medicine Department of Pediatrics Grand 
Rounds, Atlanta, GA Winter 2014 

 

Screening for Pediatric Depression in Primary Care, Georgia Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
Pediatrics on the Perimeter Conference, Atlanta, GA Fall 2014 
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Psychiatric Emergencies, Emory School of Medicine Pediatric Emergency Medicine Conference – Invited Speaker, 
Atlanta, GA Fall 2014 

 

Child and Adolescent Bipolar Disorder, Morehouse School of Medicine Department of Pediatrics Grand Rounds, 
Atlanta, GA Spring 2014 

 

“Love is All that Made Sense: A Mother Daughter Memoir.” Chair and Panelist of Media Presentation. American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist Annual Meeting. Orlando, FL Fall 2013 

 

E-Psychiatry: How Innovative Websites Reach Diverse Populations.  Speaker and Panelist. American Psychiatric 
Association Annual Meeting. San Francisco, CA Spring 2013 

 

Putting Parents to the Test: Do They Know Enough to be Effective Educational Advocates? American Academy of 
Psychiatry and Law Poster Session.  Montreal, QC Fall 2012 
 
Interpersonal Violence in a Cross-Cultural Treatment Setting. Co-chair and Speaker. American Psychiatric 
Association, Institute on Psychiatric Services. Boston, MA Fall 2010 
 
Mental Health Utilization Pre and Post Incarceration and Undiagnosed Mental Illness in a Nationally 
Representative Sample of Black and Latino Prisoners with White prisoners as Controls. Black Psychiatrist of 
America 2008 Transcultural Conference. St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands Fall 2008. 

Invited Continuing Legal Education Presentations 

Social (In)Justice, Trauma and Mental Illness, Invited Speaker for Improving the Court and Community Response to 
Persons with Mental Illness and Co-Occurring Disorders Through Compassion and Hope, October 2020 

 

Identifying Clients Living with Mental Illness, Invited Speaker for the Defender Services Office Training Division, 
September 2020 

 

Commonly Misunderstood Signs and Symptoms of Mental Illness and Trauma, Invited Speaker, Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts and the Federal Death Penalty Resource Counsel Project - Authorized Case 
Consultation & Training, January 2020 

 

Trauma-Informed Legal Interviews of Children & Adolescents, Invited co-presenter with Professor Randee 
Waldman of Emory Law School, Emory Law School Trauma-Informed Legal Services Workshop, January 2020 

 

The Trauma to Prison Pipeline, Invited Plenary Speaker, Winning Strategies Seminar – Mindful Advocacy: Learning, 
Litigating and Leading on Mental Health Issues, Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts Defender Services Office 
Training Division, November 2019 

 

Developmental Considerations in Justice-Involved Youth, Raise the Age Training for North Carolina Juvenile Justice 
Prosecutors, November 2019 

 



Dr. Sarah Y. Vinson CV pg. 12/16 

The Trauma to Prison Pipeline: Why Your Client’s Childhood Experiences Matter, Invited Speaker, Telling the 
Client’s Story CLE Conference Presented by the Georgia Capital Defender, Ninth Circuit Orange and Osceola Public 
Defender and National Center for Forensic Science, November 2019 

 

Using Childhood Trauma as Sentencing Mitigation Evidence, Federal Defender Investigator and Paralegal Seminar, 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts Defender Services Office Training Division, Invited Speaker, Baltimore, MD, 
May 2019 

 

Using Childhood Trauma as Sentencing Mitigation Evidence, Winning Strategies Seminar, Administrative Office of 
the U.S. Courts Defender Services Office Training Division, Invited Speaker and Co-Presenter with Paul Gill, Esq., 
Assistant Federal Public Defender, Miami, FL, January 2019 

 

Understanding Your Therapy and Evaluation Options: What Would be Most Useful in Your Custody Case, Invited 
Speaker and Panelist, DeKalb Bar Association, Family Law Division CLE, October 2018 

 

An Expert’s Opinion: Making the Most of Expert Witnesses, 2017 Southern Juvenile Defender Regional Summit – 
Invited Speaker, June 2017 

Black Attorneys and the Case for Self-Advocacy: Population Specific Considerations in the Risk, Prevention and 
Treatment of Depression and Alcohol Use Disorder, National Bar Association Young Lawyer’s Division Conference 
and Retreat, February 2017 

 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 101, Juvenile Defender Training Conference – Invited Speaker, Spring 2016 

Adolescent Mental Health, State Bar of Georgia Child Advocacy and Protection Seminar – Invited Speaker, Winter 
2016 

 

Our Sisters, Ourselves: Special Considerations in the Mental Health of Black Women Attorneys, Georgia Association 
of Black Women Attorneys Continuing Legal Education Conference, Fall 2015 

 

Child and Adolescent Forensic Psychiatry, Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys Continuing Legal 
Education Conference, Fall 2015 

 

Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Youth in the Justice System, Co-Presenter along with Randee Waldman, J.D.  
Youth and the Law Florida Coastal School of Law Symposium, Spring 2015 

 

Child and Adolescent Mental Illness and Treatment in a Nutshell, Lecture for the Child Attorneys of Fulton County – 
Invited Speaker, Fall 2013 

Select Awards 

Atlanta 40 Under 40 Award Recipient, 2020 Class 
 
National Alliance for Mental Illness Exemplary Psychiatrist Award, May 2020 
 
American Psychiatric Association Minority Fellowship Outstanding Alumna Award, May 2020 
 
Atlanta Business Chronicle 2018 Health Care Heroes Rising Star Award Finalist, May 2018 
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2018 University of Florida College of Medicine Outstanding Young Alumni Award, January 2018 
 
Community Preceptor Teaching Award, Morehouse School of Medicine, July 2017 
 
Community Preceptor Teaching Award, Morehouse School of Medicine, July 2016 
 
Morehouse School of Medicine Psychiatry Faculty of the Year 2014-2015 Academic Year, Awarded Summer 2015 
 
Georgia Council on Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Advocacy Fellowship Award Winner, Spring 2011 
 
Jean Spurlock Outstanding Resident Award from Black Psychiatrists of America, Winter 2010 
American Psychiatric Association/SAMHSA Minority Fellowship Award 2009-2011 

 
American Association of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Education Outreach Program Travel Scholarship Award 
(one of 20 residents selected nationwide) 
 
Graduation from University of Florida College of Medicine with Honors in Research, Spring 2007 
 
Distinguished Service Award from the University of Florida College of Medicine, Spring 2007  

o One of three students in the graduating class awarded through peer nominations 

Outstanding Achievement in the History of Medicine Award from the University of Florida College of Medicine, 
Spring 2007 
Emerald Award for Outstanding Mentorship from the University of Florida Chapter of the Student National Medical 
Association, Spring 2007 
 
Ann Copeland Award for Outstanding Service and Mentorship from the University of Florida College of Medicine 
Office of Minority Affairs, Spring 2007 
 
Selected by medical school peers for the Chapman Chapter of the Gold Humanism Honors Society at the University 
of Florida, Fall 2006 
 
R.I.S.E. Award and Scholarship in Recognition of Outstanding Community Service and Dedication to Addressing 
Disparities in Healthcare, Awarded by two U.F. College of Medicine Alumni, Spring 2005 
 
Commendation for Outstanding Leadership, University of Florida, College of Medicine Office of Minority Affairs, 
Spring 2005 
 

Highlighted National Media Appearances 

Cheddar - Psychiatrist Discusses Heightened Anxiety in Black America After Capitol Hill Riots, Mar. 2021 
 
USA Today - White supremacist propaganda hit an all-time high in 2020, new report says, Mar. 2021 
 
Scientific American (co-author) - To Achieve Mental Health Equity, Dismantle Social Injustice, Mar. 2021 
 
The New York Times – How to Help When Adolescents Have Suicidal Thoughts, Feb. 2021 
 
The Kennedy Forum - Shocking Injustices: Mental Healthcare and Black Americans, Jan. 2021 
 
CBS Sunday Morning - The mental health toll of COVID-19, Nov. 2020 

https://cheddar.com/media/psychiatrist-discusses-heightened-anxiety-in-black-america-after-capitol-hill-riots
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/03/17/white-supremacist-propaganda-hits-all-time-high/4721323001/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/to-achieve-mental-health-equity-dismantle-social-injustice/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/06/well/family/suicidal-ideation-kids-resilience.html
https://thekennedyforumlive.org/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-mental-health-toll-of-covid-19/
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Vox - Remote school has kids isolated and stressed. Here’s how to help, Sept. 2020  
 
The New York Times - When Things Aren’t OK With a Child’s Mental Health, Aug. 2020  
 
The New York Times - Young Adults’ Pandemic Mental Health Risks, Aug. 2020 
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